Endodontic decisions based on clinical appearance.
Too often, endodontically compromised teeth are ignored because they are not accurately identified, nor their significance realized. By systematically evaluating each potentially affected tooth, a practitioner can correctly diagnose endodontic cases and plan therapy accordingly. Endodontic pathology, with non-vital pulps and subsequent abscessation, can affect not only the tooth but also the rest of the patient. Physical examination, both external and oral, can be combined with tactile and transillumination assessment. Radiographic appraisal is essential in determining periapical health, both to determine the vitality of the tooth and to ascertain if endodontic therapy is appropriate, of if extraction is the best choice. This report aims to provide the reader with a clearer understanding of diagnosing endodontic cases to facilitate selection of the appropriate treatment.